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CONFERENCE WRAP-UP 

In September 2015, the member states of the United Nations adopted the Agenda 2030 and 

committed themselves to the implementation of 17 globally valid Sustainable Development 

Goals by the year 2030. 

The main focus of the global Agenda 2030 is on humans. This makes the regional and local 

dimension of the Sustainable Development Goals all the more important. The main question 

discussed during an international conference hosted by the City of Vienna from 9-10 October 

2018 for its partners from the Eurocomm-PR network was how these goals can be 

implemented on a city level and how important they are for the future and development of 

cities.  

As the initiator of the Sustainable Development Goals, the UN – together with its sub-

organisations and specialised agencies – serves as an essential partner, offering valuable 

resources when it comes to the realisation of this ambitious agenda. This is why on the first 

conference day on 9 October 2018 a bridge was built between the headquarters of the 

United Nations in Vienna – the Vienna International Center together with its organisations 

based there – and its partner cities of Eurocomm-PR. 

The focus of the second conference day on 10 October 2018 was on an intensive exchange 

of best practices between urban experts.  

The role of cities  

Currently (2018), 55% of all humans live in cities. According to forecasts, the number of 

people living in cities will increase to 60% by 2030. At the same time, cities will also grow in 

size: worldwide, there are already 33 megacities with more than 10 million inhabitants. 

Despite the huge transformation potential of urbanisation, including more sustainable 

solutions for development, the very same trend also causes high pressure on the 

environment and societies, with urban areas currently accounting for 70% of worldwide 

greenhouse gas emissions and waste and 60% of global energy consumption. 
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Consequently, a well-planned and carefully managed city development is essential for 

sustainability – not only on a local, but also on a global level. 1 

The contents of international agendas, such as the Paris Climate Agreement, the New Urban 

Agenda and, finally, the global Agenda 2030 providing a framework for sustainable 

development are reflected in our cities and regions and are shaped by them. Many of the 

“Sustainable Development Goals“ (SDGs) concern the areas of responsibility of local 

governments, such as education, healthcare, water & sewage, waste management, public 

transport, housing, gender equality, participative urban planning, disaster prevention, 

environmental impacts, air pollution, climate protection and adaptation to climate change, 

local economic development, managament of natural resources, and many others. More than 

65 % of the objectives according to the SDGs are directly linked to local public utilities. 

Consequently, the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) of the 

United Nations concludes that “Cities are the places where the battle for sustainable 

development will be either won or lost“.  

The Agenda 2030 for sustainable development and the 17 goals (SDGs) defined therein are 

no new invention but are based on the international sustainability and development agendas, 

which are already enshrined in urban strategies and projects in many places. 
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DAY 1 

Welcoming address by Alena Sirka-Bred, Head of the Vienna City 

Council, Department for Europe and International Affairs, City of 

Vienna 

 

In her welcoming address, Alena Sirka-Bred stressed that the 

participants of the conference were already making a contribution to 

SDG 17 through the exchange of knowledge, expertise and 

technologies together – that is, strengthening the global partnership 

for sustainable development! 
 

 

Martin Nesirky, Director of the United Nations Information Service 

(UNIS) Vienna: “Sustainable Development Goals: 17 goals to 

change our world” 

Martin Nesirky gave an overview of the United Nations, its tasks and priorities, as well as the 

development history of the SDGs. He introduced the portal www.unvienna.org/sdgs, which 

provides information on how the United Nations family in Vienna contributes to achieving the 

goals for sustainable development.   

In order to make the SDGs more tangible and to promote local commitment, also the so-
called SDG app named “SDGs in Action“ has been developed: https://sdgsinaction.com/  

Martin Nesirky made it clear to the conference participants that all 17 SDGs are related to 
cities and that efforts should not be restricted to City Goal 11 alone. You can find further 
information on the SDG website: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/  

 

Contact to UNIS 
Phone:  (+43-1)26060-3325 
Website:   www.unis.unvienna.org 
E-Mail:   unis@un.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/UNVienna 
Twitter:   @UNO_Wien  @UN_Vienna  #GlobalGoals  #SDGs 
 

  

http://www.unvienna.org/sdgs
https://sdgsinaction.com/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
http://www.unis.unvienna.org/
mailto:unis@un.org
https://www.facebook.com/UNVienna
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Erich Unterwurzacher, Director for Germany, Austria, the 

Netherlands, Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia, the Directorate-

General Regional and Urban Policy of the European Commission: 

“The Urban Dimension of EU Cohesion Policy and its Contribution 

to the Sustainable Development Goals“ 

In his presentation, Erich Unterwurzacher pointed out to the relevance the city level 

meanwhile has for the EU and to its significance regarding the implementation of the 

strategic goals of the EU. The overarching principle of sustainable urban development is at 

the heart of EU cohesion policy, which is backed by considerable financial resources (around 

EUR 650 billion in the period 2014-2020 alone). He considers particularly the topic of 

Governance (good urban policy) a key aspect for sustainable development. In reply to the 

question, however, of whether cities will receive more funds for the implementation of the 

SDGs from the EU level, he pointed out to the fact that this must not happen at the expense 

of the surrounding areas and rural regions.  

 

Florian Iwinjak, Strategic Relations Officer, United Nations 

Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO): “The objectives for 

sustainable development and UNIDO´s contribution to sustainable 

cities“ 

Florian Iwinjak introduced to the participants the work of the United Nations Industrial 

Development Organization (UNIDO) whose core work mainly contributes to achieving Goal 7 

– Sustainable Energy and Goal 9 – Sustainable Industrialisation and which, thanks to its 

“Sustainable Cities Programme“, also significantly promotes Goal 11. He pointed out to the 

role that multi-stakeholder partnerships play in implementing the SDGs that bring together 

international organisations and entities with companies, public administrations and, finally, 

also civil society, also highlighting some concrete projects which UNIDO is implementing 

together with cities with the purpose of making their district heating systems more 

sustainable and efficient, for example.  

 

Related links:  

The process of localisation of the SDGs is illustrated by the UN Sustainable Development 

Solutions Network in its “4 basic steps to localizing SDGs“: see (of UN SDSN 2016): 

http://unsdsn.org/news/2016/07/25/localizing-the-sdgs-from-a-global-agenda-to-city-action/  

Study by McKinsey (2011) on resource efficiency and the possibilities of a resource 

revolution:  https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/sustainability-and-resource-

productivity/our-insights/resource-revolution-how-to-capture-the-biggest-business-

opportunity-in-a-century 

 

http://unsdsn.org/news/2016/07/25/localizing-the-sdgs-from-a-global-agenda-to-city-action/
https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/sustainability-and-resource-productivity/our-insights/resource-revolution-how-to-capture-the-biggest-business-opportunity-in-a-century
https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/sustainability-and-resource-productivity/our-insights/resource-revolution-how-to-capture-the-biggest-business-opportunity-in-a-century
https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/sustainability-and-resource-productivity/our-insights/resource-revolution-how-to-capture-the-biggest-business-opportunity-in-a-century
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GUIDED TOUR OF THE UNO-City  

© Regina Hügli 

GET TOGETHER 

© Regina Hügli 

  



    
 

7 

 

DAY 2 

PART 1 – THE SDGs AT THE PLANNING STAGE 

Keynote: Miran Gajšek, Head of the Department for Regional Planning, City of 

Ljubljana: “Ljubljana: Green Public Private Partnership“ 

In his keynote speech, Planning Director Gajšek from the City of Ljubljana emphasised the 

importance of cities acting as developers in order to shape their own future AND called for an 

even closer cooperation of European cities, particularly in the field of infrastructure, which  

plays a connecting role. 

Thomas Madreiter, Planning Director, City of Vienna: “Smart City Vienna as a 

solution for a liveable city“ 

The Planning Director of the City of Vienna regards cities as institutions where things are 

conceived. As a consequence, he sees the latter as the solution and not as the problem. He 

considers the SDGs as the global framework, the umbrella under which we are all moving 

about. Consequently, they should even more directly be integrated into the Smart City 

Strategy of the City of Vienna. He advocated a closer cooperation and closed with the 

statement that the CITY is, first and foremost, a collective body of people and not a technical 

system.  

Thomas Weninger, Secretary General of the Austrian Association of Towns and 

Cities: “The SDGs as an Opportunity to Austria´s Towns and Cities“ 

The Director General of the Austrian Association of Towns and Cities highlighted the 

awareness-raising activities carried out by the Association of Towns and Cities in order to 

increase awareness for the SDGs among its members which affect all areas of a city or town, 

and to point out to the connecting factors which exist on a municipal level. Examples for 

SDGs on a local level are currently being collected and will be available for download at the 

website of the Association of Towns and Cities at 

https://www.staedtebund.gv.at/themen/agenda-2030-un-sdgs/.  

Furthermore, he focussed on public relations work with regard to the SDGs: Do good and 

talk about it! 

Wojciech Piątkowski, Chief Inspector, Department for Strategic Planning and 

Analyses, Municipal Department for Urban Development, City Coundil of the 

City of Krakow: “Krakow Development Strategy. This Is Where I Want To Live. 

Krakow 2030. Implementing Sustainable Development Goals“ 

The City of Krakow impressed with its 6 strategic goals in connection with the SDGs, which 

provide the framework for the Krakow Development Strategy. The development strategy in 

turn was worked out with a strong involvement of the population. The focus is on a 

knowledge-based economy, the improvement of the quality of life, the creative and cultural 

https://www.staedtebund.gv.at/themen/agenda-2030-un-sdgs/
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potential, local self-awareness, the international orientation of the City of Krakow, as well as 

a modern administration which takes into account the city´s inhabitants.  

PART 2 – THE SDGs IN THEORY AND PRACTICE 

Shams Asadi, Director of the Human Rights Office of the City of Vienna: 

“Human rights as a foundation and basis of the SDGs“ 

The Human Rights Office of the City of Vienna pointed out to the fact that human rights are 

reflected in every individual SDG and are therefore part of every SDG. Consequently, the two 

agendas mutually strengthen each other. Also in reporting, human rights work can be 

particularly linked to SDG-related work.  

Tarik Hamzić, Chief Financial and IT Officer JP Sarajevo d.o.o.: “SARAJEVO vs 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS“ 

Sarajevo pointed out to the important fact that the many individual activities and projects 

which already contribute to the SDGs need to be put under one overall strategy in order to 

guarantee harmonised and coordinated action. As a recent example for combining the 

implementation of several sustainability goals, Tarik Hamzic introduced the city funicular that 

was opened in March. 

Soňa Krátká, Coordinator of the project Healthy City and Local Agenda 21, 

Mayor's offices, Municipal Administration of Jihlava: “Local Agenda 21 in the 

Healthy City of Jihlava“ and Marie Petrová, Department for financial and 

voluntary Instruments, Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic: 

“Sustainable City Development – SDG 11“, Petr Vilgus, Vice Mayor of Prague 8 

and František Vosecký, Prague 7, Municipal Council for Sports and Healthcare, 

City Councillor for the Local Agenda 21 and Enterprise Support: “SDG in 

Prague 7 and 8 – best practice examples and challenges“ 

The Czech Republic presented its approach to the SDGs starting from three levels: the 

national level, the level of the medium-sized city of Jihlava and the Prague district level. The 

national level supports the implementation of the SDGs by means of expert audits and 

recommends a holistic approach to the SDGs. The City of Jihlava has already undergone 

such an audit (despite some reservations having been expressed by some parties) and 

showed the impressive diversity of its work accomplished in the field of sustainability.  

The District of Prague 8 is currently upgrading a quarter, involving as many parts of the local 

population as possible, in order to design the quarter according to the needs of its 

inhabitants. Furthermore, the results of the implemented projects must be made visible to the 

population. The District of Prague 7 is organising a free workshop where experienced 

entrepreneurs share their experiences and skills with their young colleagues. The purpose is 

to show the positive effects that companies have on their direct surroundings. 
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PART 3 – SDGs: CURRENT AND FUTURE CHALLENGES  

Daryana Damyanova, Senior Expert at the Directorate “European Programmes 

and Projects“ of the Municipality of Sofia: “Sofia’s path to sustainability“ 

The City of Sofia introduced some current projects from the mobility and environment sector. 

In Sofia, also the cultural heritage is part of sustainable development. The intention is to turn 

Sofia into a laboratory for innovations which can be used by the population, given that the 

city innovation labs contribute to an increasing quality of services. Moreover, it is intened to 

reach an open dialogue with schools and citizens.  

Mirka Jozić, Head of Office for Business, Energy and Environmental Protection 

of the City of Zagreb: “Implementation of the global goals of sustainable city 

development“ 

Zagreb has two strategic documents that are important for the SDGs, the purpose of which is 

also to raise the standard of living in Croatia and the Croatian capital. Currently, water supply 

and the transport system of Zagreb and the surrounding area currently pose great 

challenges. Sustainable projects are published by the City of Zagreb on its website. 

Furthermore, when it comes to its Smart City Strategy, Zagreb focuses on humans, not 

technology. 

Ulrike Haslinger, Sustainability Coordination Office of the City of Vienna, 

Municipal Department 22, City of Vienna: “Sustainable development in the City 

of Vienna.“ 

Ulrike Haslinger pointed out to the need of coordinating the different sustainability measures, 

which in many cases had been developed out of an urgent need and hence have not been 

sufficiently coordinated. According to her, Vienna already has many projects and measures, 

which can be both an advantage and a disadvantage at the same time. The Smart City 

Framework Strategy of the City of Vienna is to reflect also the SDGs in the future. For a 

collective understanding of sustainability, the SDGs could be used as a reference framework.  
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MODERATED DISCUSSION  

During the subsequent moderated discussion, Ulrike Haslinger mentioned the potentials for 

cooperation between cities regarding individual priorities. In her view, it is important also to 

listen to others in order to discover new methods for the implementation of the goals. Miran 

Gajšek expressed his wish for more cooperation on a Central European level, given that 

cities in this region share many elements. With a specific reference to railways, he stressed 

that much more needed to be done in order to better link Europe´s cities to each other. 

Martin Hyský, City Councillor of the statutory City of Jihlava and member of the regional 

government of the region Vysočina, advocated the support of small enterprises on a local 

level in order to reach more sustainability and to get inspired by the good practice examples 

of other cities. Also Florian Iwinjak considers the transfer of knowledge to be a significant 

contribution. Although central governments would act as the first contact points for UNIDO, 

also a cooperation on a city level would be possible within the framework of the Sustainable 

Cities Programme. It is important that there is a cooperation between actors from different 

areas: private stakeholders/companies, civil society (also including critical NGOs), as well as 

the public sector. 

The media were defined as an important multiplicator and support, as far as the steps 

towards sustainability are concerned. The participants of the discussion agreed that urban 

projects in this field could be brought closer to citizens via the media. The institutions in 

charge perform public relations work, however it is imperative that the information released 

by them be picked up and that the media report in an objective manner on such important 

issues like the SDGs. The media could furthermore be used more proactively for the 

involvement of the civil society. Education institutions might also make a contribution.  

Finally, the significance of digitalisation for the implementation of the SDGs was discussed. 

Also here, participants agreed that digitalisation is an important instrument for cities 

regarding their administration and planning – however, only as a means to an end. It is 

important to be clear about who is in possession of the data and to make sure that the data 

are adequately protected.   

 

For questions, please contact: 

Madeleine Salinger 

Directorate of the Municipal Authority – Europe and International Affairs 

+43 1 4000 82553 

Madeleine.Salinger@wien.gv.at   

 

Ursula Gangl 

Eurocomm PR 

+43 1 368 3424 715 

Gangl@eurocommpr.at    

mailto:Madeleine.Salinger@wien.gv.at
mailto:Gangl@eurocommpr.at
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ANNEX 

 

The following files can be downloaded from this link: 

https://www.eurocommpr.at/de/Mediaroom/Wien/News/Documents-ECC-

Sustainable-Development-Goals-and-UN-HQ-in-Vienna 

 

1. Presentation of Martin Nesirky, UNIS 

2. Speech of Erich Unterwurzacher, European Commission 

3. Presentation of Florian Iwinjak, UNIDO 

4. Presentation of Miran Gajšek, Ljubljana 

5. Text “Leave no one behind“ – The role of human rights during 

the implementation of the Agenda 2030 

 

https://www.eurocommpr.at/de/Mediaroom/Wien/News/Documents-ECC-Sustainable-Development-Goals-and-UN-HQ-in-Vienna
https://www.eurocommpr.at/de/Mediaroom/Wien/News/Documents-ECC-Sustainable-Development-Goals-and-UN-HQ-in-Vienna

