
1 

 

“Leave no one behind“ 

 

The role that Human Rights play in the implementation of the Agenda 2030 and their 

connection with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

Human Rights are reflected in the SDGs and therefore constitute a part of the latter.1 This 

context also became evident in the formulation of the United Nations Resolution: 

„The new Agenda is oriented towards the goals and principles of the Charter of the United 

Nations, particularly towards the full respect for international law. It is founded on the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the international human rights treaties, the 

Millennium Declaration and the result of the 2005 World Summit. It is also based on further 

legal instruments, such as the Declaration on the Right to Development.“2 

The commitments set out in the Agenda 2030 are similar to those which originate from a 

commitment to guarantee human rights.3 One example is the linkage of the second SDG 

“Zero Hunger“ to the right to food, which is set out in Article 11 of the International Covenant 

on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.4 Furthermore, the Agenda 2030 also has to realise 

human rights for all.5 

The most effective way to achieve the goals of the Agenda 2030 consists in making use of 

the contexts and linking them to the existing obligations of governments regarding the 

implementation of human rights.6 

In practice, the SDGs constitute a plan for the implementation of human rights and are of 

great political importance to the countries. As a consequence, more financial resources are 

available to the Agenda 2030 than for the implementation of human rights obligations in 

general7. Unlike human rights, the Agenda 2030 is legally non-binding8; what they have in 

common, however, is that they try to enable every human being to lead a dignified life.9 

 

 

_______________________ 

1 Universal Rights Group, Human Rights and the SDGs Pursuing Synergies (2017), S. 4. 
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Paragraph 10: http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E. 
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Preamble: http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E. 
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The implementation of the Agenda 2030 while taking into consideration the human rights 

approach means that human rights must not be disregarded in favour of national, 

geostrategic, economic and other interests in particular.10 If the implementation of the 

Agenda 2030 is promoted under this aspect, it is accompanied by a major legal obligation. It 

is then no longer arguable that the implementation of the SDGs is entirely based on voluntary 

action. 

 

The role of national institutions 

National human rights institutions are of major importance, regarding both the assurance of 

human rights guarantees and the implementation of the Agenda 2030. They ensure human 

rights through awareness-raising, monitoring of the process and the support of those who 

consider that their rights have been infringed. Furthermore, they offer advice to governments 

and can, if necessary, hold them accountable in the event of human rights violations.11 

Also national parliaments can monitor governments when it comes to implementing the 

SDGs and human rights and, if necessary, hold them accountable in order to accelerate the 

implementation process.12 

Since human rights are logically reflected in many SDGs, they can be monitored without 

causing additional effort the same way as human rights are monitored by the human rights 

monitoring mechanisms.13 Regrettably, only few countries have made use of these positive 

synergies so far.14 In the meeting of the Human Rights Council of the United Nations closed 

on 23 March 2018, the Council adopted two legally binding resolutions seeking to highlight 

the linkage between human rights and the SDGs and to focus on them. The first resolution 

titled “Promotion and protection of human rights and implementation of the Agenda 2030 for 

sustainable development“ focuses on emphasising the close linkage between the Agenda 

2030 and human rights.15 The second resolution carries the title “Achieving the necessity of 

an integrated approach for the implementation of the Agenda 2030 for sustainable 

development and the full implementation of human rights“. In this resolution, it is clearly 

stated that the Sustainable Development Goals shall lead to the realisation of “human rights 

for all“.16 

___________________ 

10 Gondecki, Niemanden zurücklassen in der Agenda 2030: Indigene Völker und die Ziele für nachhaltige Entwicklung, INFOE 
e.V. (2016),  16 https://www.infoe.de/images/stories/pdf/INFOE_Niemanden-zuruecklassen_FINAL.pdf 
11 Mérida Declaration – The Role of National Human rights Institutions in implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development (2015). 
12 Universal Rights Group, Human Rights and the SDGs Pursuing Synergies (2017), S. 14. 
13 Universal Rights Group, Human Rights and the SDGs Pursuing Synergies (2017), S. 19. 
14 The Danish Institute for Human Rights, Human Rights and the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development (2018), 16. 
15 UN Human Rights Council 20 March 2018, A/HRC/37/L.27 
16 UN Human Rights Council 19 March 2018, A/HRC/37/L.42. 

 

https://www.infoe.de/images/stories/pdf/INFOE_Niemanden-zuruecklassen_FINAL.pdf


3 

 

The role of cities 

In cities, people encounter people who differ in terms of age, origin, religion, culture, 

orientation or attitude, bringing with them different opinions, ideas and backgrounds. By living 

together in this rich diversity, the emphasis is even much more on human rights. Urban areas 

are the place where life is pulsating, where public services of all kinds are provided and 

political processes take place, but also they quite frequently become a scene of crime and 

human rights violations.17 Consequently, cities are strategically important places to 

implement the SDGs.  

SDG 11 “Sustainable cities and communities“ shows that the implementation of the Agenda 

2030 is also a subject matter of the municipal level. This goal is based on the human right for 

decent housing. However, it also includes the right to participate in cultural life. One objective 

of the sustainable city is also the enabling of a safe, affordable, accessible and sustainable 

transport system.18 Furthermore, it must be noted that equal access needs to be created for 

all, making sure that no group of persons is discriminated.  

Unlike states, cities are able to establish a direct connection to different groups of persons 

and interest. This is where solutions need to be found on a daily basis in order to bring 

colliding differences to a common denominator. City administrations provide to their citizens 

a variety of services reaching from birth to death, which is why they are aware of the 

challenges they have to face when it comes to the implementation of human rights. Through 

the direct contact it becomes clear which ideas regarding the implementation of the SDGs 

will indeed be crowned by success in the city and will lead to the desired result.19 

 

Similarly, cities can listen to the ideas of individual citizens. Thanks to the participation of city 

dwellers in the implementation of the SDGs, the latter and, consequently, also human rights, 

find their place in society.20 The process for the implementation of the SDGs can thus 

motivate every single individual to stand up for his or her rights and to contribute to 

promoting a coexistence based on non-discrimination and equality. 

 

 

___________________ 
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